
THE STATE OF OUR TRAILS 
Prepared by FS for the Dec. 21, 2012 Trail Planning Meeting 

• Discussion is Red Rock area specific 

• Location, type, mileage, use 

• Costs 

• Demographics of users 

• Trail Conditions 

• Trail Use Trends 



What is an “official system” trail?  
 

It is a trail that -  
 

• Has environmental studies complete. 
• The public has commented on. 
• The Forest Service has completed an 

official decision (NEPA). 
• The trail is compatible with “Forest Plan”.  
• Only “system” trails can be signed and 

maintained.  



Trails in 1998 – very 
few miles of trail. 

Trails in 2012 – over 
200 miles of trail. 



• Today we have more than 227 
miles of “system” trail near 
Sedona and VOC. 

• 150 miles are located outside of 
Wilderness areas. 

• 77 miles are within Wilderness 
areas. 



• Most FS trails open to all non-
motorized users.  

• Most trail use in the Red Rock area is 
hiking. 

• 55 legal trail access points exist for 
access to FS trails.  

 
 
  



Who uses the trails, where and how many? 
There are a wide diversity of 
users from many states and 
countries with varied abilities 
and knowledge.  
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 Trail Use Data by Year for the Sedona/VOC 
Area (Nearly 300 percent increase in 17 years) 



Ever growing trail use 

• 300 percent increase: 1995 – 2013 

• Nearly 600,000 users now. 

• Sixty percent (60%) of use is on 4 popular 
trails  

• Trail data is collected by volunteers who have 
maintained trail use registration (sign-in) boxes 
for the past 17 years.  

• This is likely an “undercount” due to the fact that 
many trail users do not sign in at the boxes.  



Most Popular Trails (1995) 

58% 

42% 
Boynton, Bell Rock, 

and Westfork 
All Other Trails 

Most Popular Trails (2012) 

60% 

40% 
Cathedral, West 

Fork, Bell Rock 

Pathway, Devil’s 

Bridge 

All Other Trails 

Over half of trail use is on 
the most popular trails: 
Cathedral, Bell Rock 
Pathway, West Fork, and 
Devil’s Bridge. 



Who uses the trails - demographics? 



• Only 10% of trail use is by local residents 

• Most trail users are from out of state  

• Most trail users here are older than US 
average  

• More educated and wealthier than US 
average 

• Two thirds are first time visitors and are 
uninformed and many are unprepared 



Numerous search and rescues and injuries 
occur each year. 

 
On average one per week, 70% are non-
residents.   



What is the condition of our trails? 

Extreme erosion occurs on many 
of our steep trails. 

If reroutes are not possible then expensive 
rock armoring is often done to protect the trail 
tread. 



Trails too steep to be sustainable. Tread washes and blows away.  



Rock armoring on steep sections is more 
common now because it keeps tread from 
eroding and can be negotiated by all users.  



Proliferation of “social trails” 

Proliferation of “user created” trails close to residential areas is a huge impact 
to the health of the watershed.  



Summary of Forest Service concerns 

• Lack of funds for trail planning, maintenance 
and construction threatens the future of the 
trail system. 

• Protection of Oak Creek water quality and 
other resources affects decisions related to 
location and amount of public trails. 

• Quality of visitor and resident trail experience 
will depend on community support. 

• Compatibility with Forest Plan is a legal 
mandate.   



Forest Service Trails Budget 
2013 Red Rock District funding is $280,000 total for Rivers, Trails and 
Wilderness Program broken down as follows: 

 

• Wild and Scenic River program (Verde River and Fossil Creek)- --$140,000 

• Red Rock Adopt a trail program coordinator - -------------------$60,000 

• Other personnel, planning, training, vehicles and supplies - -$80,000 

 
The District manages the only 2 Wild and Scenic Rivers in the State…which 
competes with funding for trails. The City of Sedona contributes annually $30,000 
to fund the Adopt-a-Trail program (partnering with FS).  The “trail” staffing at the 
District consists of one trail supervisor (A. Francisca), one trail technician (the 
adopt a trail leader) and lots of volunteers. There is no permanent “trail crew” at 
this time.  



Who cares for our trails? 

Friends of the Forest installing 
warning sign at Hot Loop Trail. 

Sedona Westerners have donated 
many trail signs over the years. 



Volunteer events and work days – IMBA 
2009 work on Pigtail Trail. 

Contract trail crews are sometimes 
used when funding allows. 



Graffiti removal by volunteers has removed a LOT of bad 
graffiti over the years.  

Clearing dead-fall each year is a 
big job! 



Adopt-A-Trail Program will expand volunteer trail care 
efforts. This program focuses on getting residents involved.  

Volunteer trail patrols include mountain bike and foot 
patrols to assist visitors with safety and orientation.  



Summary of trail use information:  

• Incredibly high use trail system 
• Extremely well marketed trail system 
• Lots of trail users unprepared 
• Critical need for signage and orientation 
• Residents are passionate about trails 
• Overwhelming backlog of trail maintenance 
• Visitor rescues are a strain on local agencies 
• Growing local interest to help care for trails 
• Not enough financial resources for trails 



What’s next to learn???? 

Red Rocks - The ecosystem! 
Red Rocks – The Forest Plan! 


